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The AFPA has recently made submissions to the Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee
regarding two bills that are currently before the Federal Parliament. The first of these relates to the
National Security Legislation Amendment Bill 2010 while the second addresses the Parliamentary
Joint Committee on Law Enforcement Bill 2010 (PJCLE.)

We have expressed our strong support for both bills. The new legislation will undoubtedly have very real and positive
effects for the ability of AFP employees to carry out their duties. In particular the Association is extremely pleased that
the Government has acted on our long-standing call for joint parliamentary oversight of the AFP. We are confident that
the establishment of a Parliamentary Joint Committee of Law Enforcement will be in the interest of our members. The
Committee’s scope is limited to administrative oversight as opposed to scrutinizing AFP operations and this will result in
additional transparency and accountability without compromising the AFP’s core functions and responsibilities.

With regards to the National Security Legislation Amendment Bill 2010, the AFPA has suggested the introduction or
amendment of a number of provisions, the key suggestions being:

9 Amend Section 23C of the Crimes Act 1914 (Cth) to extend the “four hour rule” for the purposes of interviewing
a detained person to “eight hours” and reduce the extension of “up to eight hours” to “up to four hours”.

9 That the current amendment to s23D of the Crimes Act 1914 (Cth) be expanded to allow a justice of the peace
employed in a court of a State or Territory or a bail justice to approve extensions of the investigation period of a
non-terrorism offence.

9 That an additional subsection be included within proposed section 3UEA of the Crimes Act 1914 (Cth) that
extends the grounds upon which premises may be entered without a warrant to include instances where there
are reasonable grounds to believe that there is a “serious or imminent threat to trade, critical infrastructure or
electronic systems.”

9 That the Crimes Act 1914 (Cth) adopts provisions similar to those in the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act
2000 (QId) to allow police to conduct a frisk search and ordinary search without having to take the person into
custody or obtain a warrant.

9 That the Crimes Act 1914 (Cth) be amended to allow for a search to be conducted by police officers taking a
suspect into custody.

9 That the Crimes Act 1914 (Cth), Section 3F be amended to include the power to detain people while executing a
search warrant, similar to that provided in s157(1)(e) of the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000 (QId).

AFPA President Jon Hunt-Sharman and Zone Coordinator Ben Santamaria appeared before the Committee on Friday 21
May to expand upon the recommendations provided in the AFPA's submission. The outcome of this hearing was highly

satisfactory with Committee members very interested in the ideas put forward by the Association.

A copy of the AFPA’s submissions can be accessed via this link.

If you have any comments on this bulletin or any other queries please contact
your local representatives or the AFPA National Office on afpa.office@afpa.org.au.



https://secure.afpa.org.au/get/791.pdf

