
 

 

 

 

 

The Federal Government has announced the criteria for the planned National Police 
Service Medal (NPSM), which will now be recommended for The Queen’s approval.  
 
The Government announced its intention to establish the NPSM in December 2008. Consultation with the 
Police Federation of Australia (PFA), including the AFPA, began in early 2009 to determine the eligibility 
criteria and medal design.   
 
Cabinet Secretary, Senator the Hon Joe Ludwig, said “This medal will recognise the ethical service, significant 
commitment and unique contribution to the nation demonstrated by sworn members of Australian police 
services”.  
 
Police officers serving on or after 30 October 2008, who have completed at least 15 years police service, will 
be eligible for the medal.  
 
Commissioners will also be able to recommend awards for officers who have served less than 15 years, if 
their period of service was terminated by death, injury or disability caused by their service.  
 
The NPSM will be awarded irrespective of any entitlement to other awards. The National Medal will continue 
to recognise the long service of Australian police officers.  
 
Members will note that the latest announcements reflect some significant changes from the original 
proposed eligibility criteria. These adjustments are highly beneficial for all Australian police officers and were 
the result of ongoing consultation between the Government and the PFA.  National President Jon Hunt-
Sharman was prominent in these negotiations in his role as Vice-President of the PFA as well as representing 
the AFPA Branch of the PFA. 
 
Jon Hunt-Sharman said, “The introduction of a specific medal recognising the unique contribution that police 
officers make to the wellbeing of our nation is a major step forward for law enforcement in this country. 
Hopefully this award will raise awareness in the community as to the enormous sacrifices that are made by 
the men and women of the AFP and the state police forces.”  
 
The Government will now seek The Queen’s agreement to the criteria, along with the design and placement 
in the Order of Wearing. It is expected that issuance of the NPSM will commence later this year. 
 
The AFPA congratulates the Government on this initiative and acknowledges that the implementation of the 
NPSM has received bipartisan support within the Federal Parliament. Not only has the Government taken 
firm steps to honor the role of police in Australian society but it has also been responsive to the feedback 
and advice of the police and their representatives, including the AFPA.  
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