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Police Federation of Australia 

 

Building Police Capability for the future – Minister for Home Affairs response to the Police 

Federation of Australia and the Australian Federal Police Association 

 

Supporting fair working conditions and recruitment, retention and professional respect for 

Australia’s police 

 

More sworn police   

 

The key to fighting crime is a capable, appropriately resourced police force.  A re-elected Gillard 

Government will continue to support the AFP to meet all areas of their crime fighting and 

International Deployment responsibilities, now and in the future. 

 

A re-elected Gillard Government will meet and exceed the commitment to deliver 500 extra sworn 

police for the Australian Federal Police (AFP).  With 280 extra sworn police recruited to the AFP since 

November 2007, the AFP has exceeded its recruitment targets and is ahead of schedule.   

 

If re-elected, a Gillard Government will not only deliver at least a further 220 extra police, but with 

additional funding for new initiatives including $17.8m for extra bomb detection dogs (this means 

extra AFP dog handlers), people smuggling initiatives, and extra officers in Afghanistan we will exceed 

the target of 500 extra police for the AFP in our second term. 

  

The Opposition have made no commitments to the 500 extra police target or any growth in police 

numbers and should be challenged on this.  We believe that they will not continue the growth in the 

forward estimates for AFP police numbers and that they are likely to take police out of the AFP (and 

State and Territory police forces if the States and Territories let them) to meet a Coalition promise to 

deliver 200 police secondments to the Australian Crime Commission in Canberra. 

 

Better policing and more sworn police at Australia’s 11 major Airports  

 

As part of Federal Labor’s commitment to improving policing and security arrangements at Australia’s 

11 major airports, we are delivering an “All-In” model for airport policing that will end the patchwork 

of State and Territory arrangements and ensure that uniformly trained, sworn police provide policing.  

These reforms will be completed in around four years and at some airports sooner.   
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Funding of $759.4 million has been committed over the next four years towards aviation policing 

including all existing programs. There are currently around 380 sworn officers from a range of 

jurisdictions working at Australia’s 11 major airports.  By the end of the transition to the “All-In” 

model, this will rise to well over 700. A re-elected Gillard Government will support eligible airport 

Protective Services officers to retrain to become qualified, sworn police.  

 

The “All-In” model for policing at Australia’s 11 major airports will enhance aviation security. It also 

gives police working in this area a more consistent and professional framework within which to work. 

The Opposition have given no commitments to implementing the “All-in” policing model. 

 

We are also supporting a range of other important aviation security measures that expand career 

opportunities for police such as a 50% increase in AFP bomb detection dog capacity. 

 

FairWork Australia and Industrial Relations 

 

Federal Labor abolished the former Coalition Government's Australian Workplace Agreements. As 

sought by the Police Federation of Australia, under a re-elected Gillard Government, Police covered 

by the Federal Industrial Relations system will never be employed under Australian Workplace 

Agreements or individual statutory agreements or contracts.  We will also protect industrial 

entitlements.  

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will maintain a fair system of industrial relations that 

recognises that the industrial interests of the majority of police officers and Australian workers 

generally are best served by collective bargaining.     

 

Federal Labor acknowledges the unique employment conditions applying to police and supports the 

PFA’s efforts to pursue research into future arrangements.  

 

If Tony Abbott is elected, it is only a matter of time, and it might be called by another name, but 

individual contracts and the key elements of WorkChoices will return.   

 

Workers Compensation  

 

A re-elected Gillard Government will maintain a fair system of workers compensation for Australian 

Federal Police officers and will further ensure that should a harmonised national workers’ 

compensation system be considered in future, that it does not disadvantage police officers serving in 

State and Territory Police forces.  At present, there are no plans for harmonisation on foot.   
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The Government will discuss with the PFA and the AFPA current variations that exist between 

State/Territory and the Commonwealth Workers Compensation scheme. In the context of the unique 

nature of Police work, and the regular incidence of secondments between jurisdictions, we will ask 

the administrators of the Commonwealth scheme to consider whether there are anomalies affecting 

the Australian Federal Police that could be addressed without a significant cost to the scheme. 

 

Overseas workers compensation and rehabilitation  

 

In relation to officers serving in AFP high risk International Missions, Federal Labor has put in place 

interim arrangements for workers compensation and rehabilitation that provide parity with the 

military.  This has provided an increase in benefits in the order of 45-50 per cent.   

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will implement an ongoing compensation scheme to ensure 

that AFP officers, serving overseas, particularly those serving in high risk missions, receive equitable 

compensation that is comparable with the Australian Defence Force. 

 

Occupational Health and Safety  

The Gillard Labor Government is creating uniform occupational health and safety (OH&S) laws in 

order to improve safety outcomes.  If re-elected, we will continue this vital work to have harmonised 

national OHS legislation in place by January 2012.   

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will continue to work towards a national system of OH&S that 

recognises the unique risks of police work and provides appropriate safeguards.  We will work to 

ensure that harmonised occupational health and safety laws, including regulations and Codes of 

Practice strive for the best standards across the jurisdictions.   

 

Safe Work Australia is a tripartite body established by Federal Labor with union, employer and 

government members.  It is responsible for developing model work health and safety laws including 

regulations and codes of practice.  Consultation will occur between November 2010 and February 

2011.  We welcome the participation of the Police Federation of Australia in this process to ensure 

the best safety and health outcomes for police.   

 

The model Work Health and Safety Act will not exempt any police force from complying with health 

and safety obligations. 
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A re-elected Gillard Government will ask the Commissioner of the AFP to review the jurisdictional 

note that provides an exemption from health and safety obligations in relation to National Security, in 

consultation with the PFA and the APFA and to advise the Government on possible changes. 

 

Federal Labor’s firm commitment is that the PFA and Police Unions will have a seat at the table on 

OH&S changes that affect police.  We don’t know what the Opposition’s OH&S policy is. 

 

Superannuation  

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will increase the superannuation guarantee (SG) from 9 to 12 

per cent commencing 2013. This will directly address issues raised by our ageing population, boost 

retirement savings, and bring broader benefits to all Australians well into the future. Around 8.4 

million Australians stand to benefit from the increased SG. 

 

Police officers in State schemes such as the Northern Territory, Tasmania, New South Wales and 

Western Australia have employer superannuation contributions of 9 per cent, and these officers will 

directly benefit from the changes.  South Australian Police Officers with a current contribution of 10 

per cent will also benefit. 

 

The PFA have provided an example of a Senior Constable aged 30 who retires at 60, with a salary of 

$70,000 per annum (for superannuation purposes) and a starting balance in their Super account of 

$50,000 at age 30.  The benefits are demonstrated below. 

 

Estimated super payout under 9 per cent SG: $439,211 

Estimated super payout under 12 per cent SG: $513,081 (as per the Government’s announced 

schedule) 

 

Increase in payout: $73,870 (+17 per cent) 

 

In addition to increasing the SG from 9 per cent to 12 per cent, Federal Labor is also ensuring the 

superannuation system is fairer for lower income Australians and older Australians. Australians on 

lower incomes find it particularly difficult to build a substantial retirement nest-egg.  Federal Labor 

believes these Australians should not be left behind.   

 

From 1 July 2012 Australians earning under $37,000 will receive up to $500 in annual Government 

contributions paid directly into their superannuation accounts.  This annual Government top-up will 
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be in addition to the increase in the SG from 9 per cent to 12 per cent.  This will benefit 3.5 million 

Australians on lower incomes.     

 

Many Australians, including many Police, are better placed to contribute to superannuation when 

they have fewer financial commitments and their kids are more independent.  Federal Labor will help 

older Australians with lower superannuation savings to build their retirement nest-eggs by doubling 

the amount they can contribute to superannuation at a concessional rate of tax.  From 1 July 2012 

Australians aged 50 and over with superannuation savings under $500,000 can contribute up to 

$50,000 to superannuation at a concessional tax rate (current limit is $25,000).    

 

Federal Labor’s superannuation reforms will deliver substantial improvements in retirement savings 

and a fairer distribution of superannuation tax concessions, ensuring hard working Australians can 

enjoy a comfortable retirement.   

 

The Coalition opposes all of these superannuation reforms.  

 

Recruitment and retention of AFP  

 

The Annual Attrition Rate of the AFP for sworn officers declined from 5.10 per cent in 2006-07 under 

the former Coalition Government, to less than 2 per cent in 2009-10.  

 

Building on the implementation of a comprehensive recruitment and retention strategy for the AFP in 

its first term, a re-elected Gillard Labor Government in its second term will request that the 

Commissioner of the AFP renew the strategy in consultation with the AFPA, and include in the review 

a specific priority on re-invigorating career opportunities for long standing members to ensure their 

policing expertise is retained.  This could include improved recognition of formal qualifications, and 

relevant skills and training. 

 

The AFP has been requested, through recent Ministerial Directions, to ensure that workforce 

development reflects the diversity of the community, including men and women of all cultural 

backgrounds.  The AFP has also been requested to build trust with indigenous communities, to 

enhance the cultural sensitivity of the organisation and to expand indigenous recruitment across the 

organisation. 

National recognition of qualifications  

 

A re-elected Gillard Government will continue to work in partnership with the PFA, through the 

Ministerial Council for Police and Emergency Management – Police (MCPEMP) and other relevant 
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bodies, towards national recognition of the experience and qualifications of police, across State and 

Territory borders.   

 

Federal Labor considers that the goal of the Police Federation in seeking a national police registration, 

training and accreditation scheme to facilitate the career mobility of Australian police should be 

pursued.  We will ask the States and Territories and their police agencies to work with the 

Commonwealth towards this goal.   

 

National police workforce planning  

 

At the last election Federal Labor promised the Police Federation of Australia that an Audit of Federal 

Police Capabilities would be conducted. In Government we have delivered on this commitment, with 

the Beale Audit conducted in consultation with the AFPA and PFA and completed last year.   

 

The purpose of the Audit of Federal Police Capabilities was to ensure that the AFP has appropriate 

arrangements and support to meet growth the major growth the organisation has experienced and 

are adequately resourced and supported to meet the demands upon them now and in the future.  

The recommendations have been widely supported and implementation is in full swing. 

 

A  re-elected Gillard Labor Government will work through MCPEMP o gain support from the States 

and Territories towards a national police workforce planning strategy, in line with the 

recommendations of the Audit of Federal Audit of Police Capabilities. 

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will work with the States and Territories and the PFA to 

implement the Beale Audit recommendation relating to a review by the Productivity Commission. 

 

A National Day of Police Remembrance  

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will continue to work nationally for recognition of the 29th 

September in memory and in honour of Australia’s police who have been killed on duty or have died 

as a result of their duties.  

 

This is a significant day. A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will work to achieve even greater 

recognition for this day of remembrance. 
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Police Medal and Meritorious Service Awards  

 

In its first term, Federal Labor established criteria and design for the planned National Police Service 

Medal in partnership with Police Commissioners and the PFA.   

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will commence the awarding of the medal, subject to the 

Queens’ approval of proposed the proposed criteria and regulations.  

 

Establishment of a Police Honours and Awards Tribunal  

 

A re-elected Gillard Government will continue to ensure that proper consideration is given to the all 

aspects of police related awards but is not proposing the establishment of a Police Honours and 

Awards Tribunal at this time.    

 

Proposed Crime Prevention Program  

 

In our first term Federal Labor has provided more than $60 million for communities and law 

enforcement agencies under the Safer Suburbs Plan, the Secure Schools Program and Proceeds of 

Crime Act (POCA) funding.  In our second term we will build on this through similar investments. 

 

In our first term Federal Labor also enhanced the ability of police to confiscate proceeds of crime. A 

re-elected Gillard Labor Government will increase proceeds into the POCA for allocation to the 

community for future crime prevention projects, in partnership with the police and communities.    

 

Over the past five financial years the value of confiscated assets going into the Confiscated Assets 

Account under the POCA has increased significantly. In 2005-06 it was $12.8 million. In 2009-10 this 

increased to $28.7 million.  

 

We will dedicate a significant proportion of the funding from proceeds of crime to support crime 

prevention activities by police and communities in partnership, designed to prevent and reduce crime 

at the local level, a model supported by the PFA.  

 

Federal Labor will continue to consult the PFA, the AFPA and State and Territory Governments’ on 

police priorities for crime prevention and priorities for the POCA.  This will include the development 

of the best approaches to crime prevention. 
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Serious and Organised Crime and Proceeds of Crime  

 

Organised crime represents a significant threat to Australian society, and is estimated to cost the 

community around $15 billion each year.  Federal Labor has tackled this serious issue 

comprehensively, ensuring our Federal law enforcement agencies have the necessary tools to work 

together to meet the challenge of organised criminals wherever they operate.  

 

Last year we launched the Commonwealth Organised Crime Strategic Framework to identify and 

respond to key threats to Australia from organised crime. The Framework is designed to ensure 

coordination across agencies to maximise our detection and disruption of organised crime.  

 

As part of the implementation of the Organised Crime Strategic Framework we will continue to 

support Commonwealth intelligence, policy, regulatory and law enforcement agencies to work 

together to prevent, disrupt, investigate, and prosecute organised crime. In particular we will ensure 

that the new Criminal Intelligence Fusion Centre and new AUSTRAC capabilities are investments that 

deliver major benefits for crime prevention and in particular prevention of serious and organised 

crime.  

 

The Gillard Labor Government has invested $14.5 million to establish a Criminal Intelligence Fusion 

Centre in the Australian Crime Commission (ACC) and new analytical technologies for AUSTRAC will 

also reap benefits in the fight against organised crime.  These new capabilities bring together people 

and intelligence from Government agencies to find suspect money flows and track these back to 

criminals and criminal activity.    

 

We have also passed tough new organised crime laws which strengthen criminal asset confiscation 

and anti-money laundering laws that require individuals suspected of possessing unexplained wealth 

to demonstrate it was legally acquired. The Coalition tried to water down Labour’s 2009 organised 

crime laws in the Parliament. 

 

If re-elected, the Gillard Labor Government will increase the focus of agencies on the confiscation of 

illegal acquired assets and unexplained wealth.   

 

We will establish a sophisticated inter-agency asset confiscation taskforce led by the Australian 

Federal Police. The Taskforce will bring relevant agencies together including the ATO to enhance the 

identification of potential asset confiscation matters and strengthen the pursuit of these matters.  
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We will dedicate a significant proportion of the funding from proceeds of crime to support crime 

prevention activities by police and communities in partnership, designed to prevent and reduce crime 

at the local level.  

 

The ACC will also conduct the second biennial Organised Crime Threat assessment to identify the key 

organised crime threats, and to allow Commonwealth agencies to combine their resources and 

undertake multi-agency operations to respond to these threats.  

 

Federal Labor will continue to promote information sharing between agencies and continue to build 

capabilities. The Gillard Labor Government supports CrimTrac taking a leadership role in national 

approaches to information sharing, including a national case management capability. We will also 

work with the international Quintet of Attorneys-General to coordinate action against organised 

crime, cyber crime, terrorism and youth violence. 

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will give an absolute commitment to further strengthening the 

fight against organised crime, through boosting resources and where appropriate through legislative 

reform. This will include consideration about the circumstances in which law enforcement and other 

government agencies share criminal intelligence. 

 

Targeting High threat crime threats  

 

The Gillard Government has put organised crime on the national agenda, and continues to build on its 

strong record in protecting the community. Mr Abbott is planning to take 200 police off the streets of 

Australian cities and put them behind desks in Canberra.  This is a poor outcome for law and order 

and it is a poor outcome for community safety. 

 

We have legislated to give police the power to crackdown on organised crime including seizing gang 

money and breaking up gangs - laws which the Liberals tried to water down. 

 

We have enabled federal law enforcement agencies to work with State and Territory police on 

developing criminal intelligence and responding to organised crime. The Gillard Labor Government 

will continue to support the Australian Crime Commission’s (ACC) criminal intelligence databases, 

which includes a range of criminal intelligence, including about gang members and their associations 

in the context of organised crime. We will also continue to support the ACC in meeting the 

operational priorities of Australian Police Commissioners, including taskforces focussed on gangs and 

other serious crime groups.  
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Federal Labor has gained agreement from all Australian police ministers to reduce, prevent and 

respond to youth violence and anti-social behaviour through a National Youth Policing Model.  The 

Model will support and enhance effective programs already in place through six high-priority 

strategies for youth policing. Under the Model, jurisdictions will have the flexibility to adapt 

responses to youth policing issues to suit local environments. 

 

We are strengthening import bans on flick knives and other dangerous weapons to prevent them 

from being brought into Australia, requiring a legitimate end use to be demonstrated.   

Legitimate end use for weapons would include, for example, supply to law enforcement and military 

personnel or state owned and operated museums.   

 

We have also reached agreement with States and Territories that they will review existing weapons 

legislation with a view to meeting minimum standards for prohibited weapons and ensuring 

nationally consistent definitions of these weapons. 

  

Federal Labor has acted to prohibit the importation of tablet presses into Australia as an important 

step in combating the manufacture of illicit drugs within Australia. Preventing the manufacture and 

supply of amphetamine type stimulants is a priority area in the fight against organised crime. 

 

 

Tackling crime at our Ports and airports including Commonwealth Responsibility for Designated 

Maritime Ports; Air and Maritime Ports CCTV; Air and Maritime Ports ANPR  

 

Federal Labor imposes tough security measures to help safeguard Australia's aviation, maritime 

transport and offshore facilities from terrorism and unlawful interference.   

 

Under this regime all security regulated air and sea ports, port facilities, offshore facilities, port and 

offshore service providers and ships undertake security risk assessments and implement security 

plans to address identified risks.  Ports themselves, and the companies that operate within them, put 

in place specific security measures, including rigorous security screening. 

 

The Federal Labor Government has recently strengthened security at Australian sea and air ports and 

offshore facilities: 

 

¶ From 1 July 2010 we have increased the number of criminal offences that preclude an 

individual from obtaining Maritime Security Identity Card from 137 offences to 298 offences. 
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From 1 December 2010 the frequency of mandatory background checks will increase from 5 

to 2 years and a range of new offences for failing to report come into being. 

   

¶ In February 2010, we announced a comprehensive package of measures to strengthen 

Australia’s international and domestic aviation security regime against emerging threats. Over 

four years, the Government will invest $200 million on new and improved security 

technologies, increased policing at airports, enhanced security procedures, as well as 

strengthened international cooperation.  

 

Further, a re-elected Gillard Labor Government will support jurisdictions cooperating to tackle crime 

at the ports. For example, the Australian Federal Police, Australian Crime Commission, New South 

Wales Crime Commission and the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service have recently 

established a Joint Task Force to focus on waterfront related crime in New South Wales in particular 

to tackle organised criminal infiltration in the maritime sector.   

 

The Australian Customs Service has a process in place to continue to up-grade CCTV at airports. There 

are more than 1,400 CCTV cameras in operation at Australia’s key international airports. Customs has 

also established an Airports National Monitoring and Analysis Centre where Customs officers 

remotely monitor and record airport CCTV camera feeds from Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne 

International Airports, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Further decisions about the use of surveillance 

technologies such as CCTV and ANPR will be taken on an individual port basis, based on risk 

assessments and following a cost benefit analysis. 

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will also expand the jurisdiction of the Australian Commission 

for Law Enforcement Integrity (ACLEI) to cover Customs.  

 

 

Advanced Systems, Technologies and Information for Policing  

 

A re-elected Gillard Government will consider a statutory framework for CrimTrac, and will explore 

with States and Territories how best to facilitate information sharing with law enforcement partners.  

 

Federal Labor endorses the current strategic direction of CrimTrac and the role of CrimTrac as the 

pre-eminent facilitator of information sharing between jurisdictions. We support the maintenance 

and enhancement of existing CrimTrac systems and services and ongoing development of technology 

to assist police fight crime. 
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Federal Labor undertook through CrimTrac a study into the effectiveness and infrastructure required 

for the operation of a National Automated Number-Plate Recognition (ANPR) System. At the last 

meeting of Police Ministers, it was noted that all jurisdictions are either using or trialling ANPR 

technology and that CrimTrac is continuing to work on national standards for ANPR technology.  

 

National Standards for Young Drivers  

 

Road safety is a key priority for the Gillard Labor Government.  

 

Since taking office in 2007, the Gillard Labor Government has:  

 

¶  Funded a national learner driver program - keys2drive to assist learner drivers, supervisors 

(typically parents) and professional instructors.  This $17 million initiative includes a free 

lesson from an accredited driving instructor for both learners and supervisors. Further 

information about keys2drive can be obtained from:  www.keys2drive.com.au. 

 

¶  Mandated new vehicle standards such as electronic stability control for light vehicles and 

Front Underrun Protection for trucks by 2011, and introduced tougher laws on the safety of 

trailers and caravans. 

 

¶  Established the National Road Safety Council to work with transport ministers from all 

governments to develop a new National Road Safety Strategy 2011 to 2020.  The new strategy 

will establish national road safety goals and priorities for the next decade.  

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will continue working to improve road safety.   In particular, 

we will continue working in partnership with the State and Territory Governments through the 

Australian Transport Council. We will work through the Australian Transport Council to address the 

issues that have been raised by the PFA and to progress greater consistency and the best possible 

approaches to standards in road safety for young people. 

 

 

Second Tier Policing – Powers, Uniforms and Vehicles  

 

Federal Labor agrees that policing powers, uniforms and vehicles should be reserved for sworn police.  

The nature of police work is unique and carries unique responsibilities.  It is not appropriate to confer 

police or police like owners on non-sworn personnel that don’t have the same level of responsibility 

or training. 

http://www.keys2drive.com.au/


Australian Labor Party ð National Campaign Headquarters 13 

T AUTHORISED N.MARTIN for the ALP, 5/9 Sydney Ave. Barton ACT.  

 +61 2 9384 2222 ~ F +61 2 9384 2223 ~ campaign10@alp.org.au Federal Election 2010 

AAT Decisions under section 501 of the Migration Act 1958  

 

The Minister for Immigration cancelled Mr Taufahema’s visa on 17 June 2010.  The Minister decided 

that it was in the national interest to cancel Mr Taufahema’s visa. Mr Taufahema will be liable for 

removal on completion of his prison sentence. His earliest possible release date from prison is March 

2012. 

 

The Attorney-General will continue discussions with the Department of Immigration and Citizenship 

about the possibility of the AAT putting in place processes for seeking evidence from potentially 

interested parties in respect of AAT applications being lodged for review of decisions under section 

501 of the Migration Act 1958, taking into account any privacy considerations. This will ensure a 

balance of evidence before the AAT for consideration.  

 

Policing in Indigenous Communities  

 

As the PFA has recognised, many people in remote Indigenous communities feel strongly that a 

permanent and effective police presence is critical to reducing the incidence of crime, particularly 

alcohol-fuelled crime.  The Gillard Labor Government has funded new police infrastructure projects in 

South Australia, Western Australia, Queensland and the Northern Territory. However, evidence 

suggests that there is still an insufficient police presence in many remote and very remote Indigenous 

communities.  

 

State and Territory Governments involved in the National Partnership on Remote Service Delivery 

have agreed to provide ongoing data on local policing levels in 29 remote priority locations. Further, 

the Commonwealth has reached agreement with the State and Territory police ministers to conduct 

research to identify the key drivers that impact on policing of remote communities.  

 

The Gillard Labor Government will also trial the use of sworn community engagement officers in the 

Northern Territory to:  

¶ Identify hot spots by mapping criminal activity.  

¶ Identify suspected offenders, including by sharing information with service delivery agencies.  

¶ Identify causal factors for offending, including through discussions with the families of 

offenders and residents in high crime location.  

¶ Make recommendations to the Northern Territory Police Commissioner and the Coordinator 

General for Remote Indigenous Services on services needed to address those factors.  

¶ Liaise with relevant agencies to ensure the provision of those services. 
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The Gillard Labor Government recently launched a $64.4 million Indigenous Family Safety Program 

which will make funding available over the next four years to: 

¶ Provide better links between local police and service providers focused on preventing and 

protecting families against violence.  

¶ Support for improving systems for information sharing between police and service networks in 

Indigenous communities experiencing high levels of family violence.  

¶ Trialling new approaches to community policing to prevent family violence.  

¶ Funding additional research on appropriate tools for the states and territories to use when 

allocating police resources. 

 

A priority of the first grants round under Federal Labor of the POCA was crime prevention work in 

Indigenous communities, with a number of significant and innovative projects put in place across 

country.   

 

Support for Police dealing with Mental Health Problems  

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will invest in a comprehensive package of measures to tackle 

suicide and promote better mental health in our community. This will redouble our national efforts to 

prevent suicide in order to reduce the tragic toll it imposes on individuals, families and communities.  

 

We will boost frontline services for people at greatest risk – including more psychology and psychiatry 

services, as well as community support. We will invest more in direct suicide prevention and crisis 

intervention, including boosting the capacity of counselling services such as Lifeline and providing 

funding to improve the safety at suicide ‘hotspots’. We will also provide more services and support 

for men – who are at greatest risk of suicide, but least likely to seek help – including increased help 

for Beyondblue. 

 

Federal Labor appreciates the role of police who are often the first to respond to crisis situations 

involving people with a mental illness. We will work with the PFA and the States and Territories to 

improve the ability of police to respond to these situations.  
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Domestic and Family Violence and Sexual Assault  

 

As part of the National Action Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children, Federal 

Labor has worked with the State and Territory Attorneys-General to: 

¶ Establish a central system where information about domestic violence and family violence 

orders can be accessed by law enforcement agencies. 

¶ Commission the Australian Law Reform Commission to undertake an unprecedented 

examination of the interaction of Federal, State and Territory laws relating to the safety of 

women and their children. 

¶ Provide professionals working in the system with training to ensure that they are well 

equipped to identify and handle this serious issue in the best interests of women and 

children. 

¶ Improve the way in which coronial recommendations that arise from deaths linked to 

family and domestic violence are handled.  

¶ Adopt the latest and most effective approaches to better support victims and more 

effectively prosecute allegations of sexual violence. 

 

On 11 August 2010 the Federal Labor released a draft National Plan to Reduce Violence against 

Women and their Children.   This will form the basis of a 12 year strategy to prevent domestic 

violence and sexual assault, deliver greater justice for victims, and improve support services.  

 

The National Plan brings together the efforts of all governments and the community on an agreed set 

of common goals. 

 

Since 2007 an additional $730 million has been provided for programs directly responding to 

domestic violence and sexual assault in areas such as housing and homelessness, Indigenous 

programs, legal aid, family support and prevention programs.  

 

Building on these existing efforts, a re-elected Gillard Labor Government will support the 

implementation of the National Plan with a funding commitment of $44.5 million over four years.  

 

These new commitments include:  

 

¶ $3.75 million for local community programs to prevent domestic violence and encourage 

respectful relationships including funding for sporting codes to establish zero tolerance 

programs in local sporting clubs.  
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¶ $8.8 million for telephone support for frontline workers such as allied health professionals, 

child care and paramedics to better assist clients who have experienced violence.  

¶ $0.75 million to expand counselling services for male victims of domestic violence through 

Mensline.  

¶ $4.8 million for projects to improve services for victims of violence focusing on the health 

sector and on services provided to children, Indigenous women and women with disabilities.  

¶ $4.6 million for programs to develop effective ways to stop perpetrators committing acts of 

violence in the future.  

¶ $6.9 million for a new National Centre of Excellence to evaluate the effectiveness of strategies 

to reduce violence against women, improve best practice and support workforce 

development.  

¶ $14.9 million to conduct the Personal Safety Survey and National Community Attitudes Survey 

every four years to track the impact of the action plans.  

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will also use existing departmental resources to improve 

sexual assault victims’ access to justice and develop a media code of practice on the reporting of 

sexual assault and domestic violence.  

 

Federal Labor is also a strong supporter, alongside the PFA, of the White Ribbon campaign.  We have 

recently provided an additional $1million to expand the work of White Ribbon to rural and regional 

areas.    

   

Child Care  

 

The Gillard Labor Government assists families with the cost of child care through both the Child Care 

Benefit and Child Care Rebate.  We recognise that different families have different needs for child 

care and that is why these payments are available to parents using services that open outside of 

standard business hours, provided that they meet the legislative requirements of opening for at least 

eight hours a day, five days a week, 48 weeks a year.  

 

Further, to help support families that undertake shift work the Gillard Labor Government funds in-

home care.  In-home care is a flexible form of approved care that is provided in the child’s home.  It is 

targeted towards families that cannot access existing child care and have additional needs, such as 

parents who work shift work.   

 



Australian Labor Party ð National Campaign Headquarters 17 

T AUTHORISED N.MARTIN for the ALP, 5/9 Sydney Ave. Barton ACT.  

 +61 2 9384 2222 ~ F +61 2 9384 2223 ~ campaign10@alp.org.au Federal Election 2010 

All up, the Gillard Labor Government is providing $17.1 billion for early childhood education and care 

over the next four years - $10 billion more than provided in the last four years of the Coalition 

Government.  

 

Agreement in Principle to progress  

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will work with the PFA and the APFA through existing forums 

towards nationally consistent standards and policy in relation to Police Pursuits and the use of Taser 

guns.  

 

In relation to Collaborative Purchasing and in accordance with the proposal by the PFA, the 

Commonwealth will invite the States and Territories to consider the establishment of a National 

Police Uniform and Equipment Advisory Council, including a representative from each State and 

Territory Police force, and the PFA. 

 

A re-elected Gillard Labor Government will have further discussions with the PFA about options for a 

Police Parliamentary Program.  

 

We will also discuss with the AFPA their proposals for a False Claims Bill and an Illicit Enrichment 

Offence for Public Officials.  

 

We will continue discussions with the PFA but make no direct commitments in relation to the 

following proposals 

 

¶ AFP Tribunal as the costs and benefits of proceeding down this path require further analysis. 

 

¶ Fringe Benefits Tax as applicable laws cannot be amended in isolation from arrangements 

affecting other workers. 

 

¶ Liquor licensing as this area is substantially a State and Territory responsibility 

 

PFA and AFPA Communication with Government  

 

As we have over the past three years, a re-elected Gillard Labor Government will regularly engage 

and consult with the PFA and the AFPA on matters of direct importance to their membership. When 

matters affecting Australian police are under Federal consideration their representative organisations 

will have a seat at the table. 


