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STRONG ECONOMY. STRONGER FUTURE.

20 April 2022

Mr Alex Caruana

AFPA President

PO BOX 4576, Kingston ACT 2604

Email: troy.roberts@afpa.org.au / chris.chilcott@afpa.org.au

Dear Mr Caruana

Thank you for the opportunity to provide the views of the Coalition on important issues facing your
members. A response to your questions is attached.

The last two years have been tough for our country.

Despite the setbacks, Australia’s economic recovery is leading the world.

Unemployment is at 4%, the equal lowest in 48 years. And the recent Budget included the biggest
turnaround in our finances in over 70 years.

There’s much more to be done. To build a stronger future, our plan will:

Deliver more jobs and working towards unemployment below 4%.

Deliver tax relief for workers and small businesses.

Invest in roads, rail, water infrastructure and renewable energy technology.
Make record investments in health and other essential services.

Invest in stronger defence, security and borders.

Bk WwWwNE

This election provides a clear choice, with real consequences for Australia.

The alternative at this election is Anthony Albanese and Labor. Labor would weaken our economy
and put Australia’s recovery at risk. Now is not the time to change course.

Thank you for communicating our response to your members.

Yours sincerely,

Fl

hdrew Hirst
Federal Director

EO? 38771400 menquiry@cchq.org.au

waw.liberal.org.au ﬂLiberalPartyAustralia
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Proposed article for AFP Magazine from Home Affairs Minister

Australia’s safety and security is my priority as Home Affairs Minister — and it can only be
delivered through a strong AFP.

I've said many times that the AFP is Australia’s elite police force. Your results and efforts
constantly reinforce that. Whether you’re running innovative international investigations
like Special Operation Ironside, keeping our children safe with the Australian Centre to
Counter Child Exploitation (the ACCCE), stopping drugs from reaching our communities, or
protecting our Parliament House and other establishments —you make a real, tangible
difference to our community.

That’s why I've been a strong champion for the AFP — and why the Morrison Government
will always ensure you have the tools needed to keep Australians safe.

Strong resourcing for a safer community

We have invested strongly in the AFP, growing it by 1000 members in the last three years —
from 6366 to a record 7440 next financial year. The AFP now has an annual budget of over
$1.7 billion.

That includes $189 million our recent budget for new organised strike teams, for more

- seizures of criminal proceeds that can be reinvested in our agencies and the community, to
manage the threat of high risk terrorists in the community, and a national register to keep
track of convicted terrorists when they finish their jail terms.

This builds on the $300 million delivered in our previous Budget for a sustainable funding
model and to build the AFP’s new cyber command, and nearly $60 million to expand the
work of the ACCCE.

Importantly — the AFP’s funding model includes a review of the AFP’s funding situation every
three years. These reviews ensure the AFP remains equipped to keep the community safe
not just now but into the future.

World leading legislation to tackle evolving criminal threats

It’s essential you have the powers and legislative backing you need in a rapidly changing
threat environment.

The Morrison Government knows that almost every serious crime and national security
threat now has an online element. That’s why we’ve created new powers for the AFP and
ACIC to identify and disrupt offending on the dark web, and a new international production
order framework to fast-track the provision of overseas-held data.

This legislation enables police to protect Australians more effectively by serving warrants
directly to communications service providers based overseas, such as Facebook and Google.

We've also committed to holistic reforms to electronic surveillance laws — to provide clear,
transparent and usable powers, with appropriate safeguards, to support agencies to keep
our community safe online as technology continues to evolve rapidly.



Giving police the support they need to support the community

Members of the AFP face challenging circumstances each and every day. You see, hear and
experience things that most of us will never ever have to experience. We know that you
deserve additional support — to make sure you can deal with those challenges and maintain
your health.

That’s why we committed over $65 million to implement the APF’s SHIELD program —the
biggest single investment into health and wellbeing in the AFP’s history. Under SHIELD
there are now psychologists embedded in all regional locations, delivering preventive
assessments and early intervention based services.

In addition, we’ve reinvested more than $15 million in Proceeds of Crime to support a
number of police mental health initiatives, including the Police Mental Health and Wellbeing
project and programs administered through Fortem Australia.

We have convened a cross-jurisdictional First Responder Mental Health Working group to
progress a nationally consistent approach to post-traumatic stress disorder and other
psychological injuries.

We’'ll continue supporting the AFP’s ongoing work with Comcare to fast-track PTSD claims
processes, to ensure intervention at the earliest stage possible and the timely delivery of
treatment and support services. And we’ll work with the AFP, the AFPA, and across
government to implement SHIELD and identify the best way to ensure that current and
former AFP members can access treatment and support services.

As custodians of public safety, the community has the highest expectations of integrity from
AFP appointees. We will commission a review of Part V of the AFP Act, and related elements
of the Act, to provide assurance that these mechanisms achieve their objectives.

Your role in keeping our community safe, and protecting our official institutions, supports
our robust democracy. Thank you for your service and be assured that, if re-elected, | will
continue being a strong voice for the AFP within Cabinet — ensuring you have what you need
to keep us all safe.



Proposed article from Party for AFP Magazine

Through the pandemic we’ve faced many challenges to community safety — including serious
organised crime gangs exploiting opportunities for their dangerous trade in illicit drugs, firearms and
child exploitation.

Crime today is more organised and sophisticated than ever before, and its effects continue to reach
into the hearts of our communities.

That’s why, under the Coalition’s plan to keep our communities safe, we have stepped up the fight
on organised criminals — targeting their gangs, making sure their illicit drugs don’t hit our streets,
and going after their money. We’re making sure the AFP and our law enforcement agencies police
have the technology, resources and legislative backing they need to shut down criminals wherever
they operate —including on the dark web.

We’re also reinvesting criminals’ ill-gotten gains back into the AFP and other law enforcement
agencies to fund new capabilities to tackle evolving criminal threats.

The Morrison Government has a strong track record of being tough on crime and investing in our
police to keep our communities safe.

A re-elected Morrison Government will keep backing our police and law enforcement agencies by:

e Continuing our record funding for the AFP —which has grown by 1000 members with an
annual budget of more than $1.7 billion

e Boosting efforts to tackle serious organised crime and child exploitation with new Strike
Teams to focus on criminal activity on the dark web;

e Taking more money from criminals to invest into community safety projects;

e Boosting the high-end capability our law enforcement agencies to ensure they have the
tools they need to tackle sophisticated crime networks.

e Putting in place the powers and laws police need to tackle crime, including on the dark web.

e Continuing to fund the AFP’s development and modernisation of enhanced technical
capabilities to catch criminals in the act.

e Supporting implementation of SHIELD health services, and continuing our work with States
and Territories on a national approach to presumptive legislation for PTSD and other
psychological injuries.

e Working with the AFP, the AFPA, and across government to implement SHIELD and identify
the best way to ensure that current and former AFP members can access treatment and
support services.

The Morrison Government knows that a strong AFP is vital to our plan for a safe community, and a
stronger future. And we’ve got the track record to show we can be trusted to deliver for the AFP, so
the AFP can deliver for the community.



